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Mustang II Service Letter

Date:   Feb 19, 2020

Subject:    Canopy Frame Inspections

A recent Mustang II canopy failure that resulted in the loss of the aircraft and 2 occupants is a tragic reminder that 
the canopy is an important part of the annual inspection. Owners should verify that the Canopy Frame Revision 
from 1984 has been installed and that the rear canopy frame is structually sound. The canopy latch should also be 
inspected for function and integrity.  The canopy does experience lifting loads that can be fairly substantial.

The rear cross brace p/n 280.350 should be formed in 1 piece per the plans and not made with a miter cut and butt 
welded as this would greatly weaken the part. Any such cut of the tube would need to be properly reinforced.
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http://mustangaero.com/downloads/Mustang_Revisions

A Cut and Butt Welded Cross Brace is NOT Acceptable 
(possible examples)



Aft Side Retaining Pins
(p/n 280.386 & 387)

Canopy Frame Gussets
(p/n 280.388)
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